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' SPECIAL PALEOENVIRONMENTAL
‘SYMPOSIUM |

Mammoth boluses, insidious creeping pine zones, dung blankets, and packrat
middens! These and other thrilling topics will be cussed and discussed at
length on Thursday night in Boulder. The aim is to make us more aware of the
contributions and possibilities of these materials for prehistoric cultural
research.

At the request of UPAC members, a series of topical research symposia will be

held annually at the summer meetings, beginning at the meeting on July 18 and
19.

To kick off the series we have invited some of the foremost
paleoenvironmentalists in the Basin and Southwest to present status reports on
their current research. Pollen, plant macrofossils, alluvial chronology,
megafauna, packrat middens and other evidence will be examined for their
bearing on reconstruction of prehistoric environments. See the attached
preliminary program for authors and expected topics.

Hopefully our minds will be pried open and some new thoughts slipped in. With
slides and visuals possible at the State Park Museum, there should be excellent
- presentations and lively discussions.

The session could well serve as a basis for a paleoenvironmental section to the
statewide research design. And the convergence of usually geographically
spread specialists should create some unexpected insights.

Altogether the symposium shapes up as an exciting and unusual event. Don't
miss it -- you kick yourself if you do!- And, spread the word.




GETTING TO BOULDER, UTAH (and WHY YOU WANT TO.)

For those who have never been to Anasazi State Park, you have a real treat in
store. Not only is the focus of the park, the Coombs archaeological site and
its artifacts, unique and challenging, but the surroundings are breathtaking.
Two archaeologists staff the park and Larry Davis ("our man in Boulder") is one
of the funniest persons you will ever meet.

In keeping with recent tradition, the meeting will be at a high altitude site
for cooler temperatures.

Facilities

Boulder will provide us with a good "professional” excuse to take the family on
a short vacation. With five campgrounds in easy driving distance, the family
should have a great time. Hiking in Calf Creek or splashing and wading at the
two waterfalls. Be sure and bring your swimming trunks, your cameras for rock
art and natural bridges, and hiking shoes that can get wet.

Accomodations

Speaking of camping, Calf Creek Campground now charges a fee of $4.50 and is
often pretty filled up. But the other four campgrounds should provide ample
space. Plus there are restaurants and motels in Escalante. The cafe and
three-room motel in Boulder are rather simple (no TV; hamburgers) but there are
two gas stations.

Directions

Getting to Boulder is now easier also due to paving of the road between Grover
and Boulder. So those coming from the north and east should have an easier
time. Hopefully the enclosed map will confuse you enough to want to get a real
highway map and chart your course.




CURRENT PALEOENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES IN UTAH AND ADJACENT AREAS

UPAC SUMMER MEETING
July 18, 1985
Boulder, Utah

******************************************************************************

LAMAR LINDSAY, CHAIRMAN AND MODERATOR
HIGH ALTITUDE POLLEN STUDIES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS
FOR UTAH PALEOENVIRONMENTS

DAVID MADSEN, RECENT INVESTIGATIONS IN GREAT BASIN
PALEONENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH

KENNETH PETERSON, IMPLICATIONS OF DOLORES PROJECT
PALEONENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES FOR UTAH ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

LARRY AGENBROAD, BECHAN CAVE VICINITY: ALLUVIAL AND MEGAFAUNAL
EVIDENCE

JULIO BETANCOURT, DATA FROM PACKRAT MIDDENS IN SOUTHEAST
UTAH: ISOTOPE ANALYSIS OF PLANTS FOR PALEQENVIRONMENTAL RE-
CONSTRUCTION

JIM MEAD, PALEOENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FROM FAUNAL REMAINS
IN PACKRAT MIDDENS
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Anti-Vandalism Task Force Files Report

A Governor's Task Force on Vandal-
ism has been formulating since Nov.,
1984, what it hopes are new and eff-
ective means to bring a halt to the
destructive actions of prehistoric
artifact seekérs near Blanding.

A 17 member panel was formed under
Melvin Smith at then Governor Mathe-
son's urging. The members are:
Richard Fike, BLM
Donald Gillespie, NPS
Ann Hannibal  Utah Mus. of Nat. His.
Winston Hurst, White Mesa Institute
Joel Janetski, UPAC
Marsha Keele, San Juan Devel. Council
Bruce Lubeck, U.S. Attorney
David Madsen, State Archeologist
Steven Manning, Utah Statewide Arch-

eological Survey
Mark Maryboy, Utah Navajo Devel. C.
Doug McFadden, BLM
Jim Moorhouse, BLM
S1oan Schwindt, Edge of Cedars Mus.
Bruce Shumway, Blanding
Steven Simms, Weber State College
Mary Ellen Sloan, Attorney, SLC
Melvin Smith, Division of State Hist.
Stanford S. Smith, Attorney, SLC
Jerry Wylie, USFS ’

The group met formally three times
and held a public hearing in Blanding,
although the weather precluded any but
SE Utah people from attending.

Four sub-committees were formed to
focus on 1) possible legislative chan-
ges; 2) law enforcement; 3) local op-
tions, and 4) museum solutions. The
results of the meetings are summarized
in the following problem statement and
recommendations for the state legisla-
ture.
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The Problem

~ An interest in the prehistory of
this country cross-cuts a wide spec-
trum of society. Much of this inter-
est is expressed by visiting archeolo-
gical sites and picking up a piece of
broken pottery or an arrowhead. At
its worst, however, that interest has
engendered large-scale black markets
in artifacts that are rapidly destroy-
ing this State's and the nation's 1im-
ited archeological cultural resources.

While a variety of state and federal
preservation laws have been passed to
try to hault this destruction, these
laws do not resolve the problem. A
major problem exists because the rel-
atively innocent weekend arrowhead
hunter is grouped with the real vill-
ian, the commercial artifact hunter.
The real problem is essentially two
fold: 1) People with genuine interests
in the prehistory of this country need
to be able to satisfy those interests
legally and in non-destructive ways;
that is, there should be viable ways
in which they could identify and ex-
cavate sites; 2) The real culprits,
those who are more interested in per-
sonal gain than in prehistoric peoples,
need to be identified and enforcement
measures focused to eliminate the ec-
onomic viability that their current
vandalism enjoys.

The public needs to separate these
few from the majority of people who
have the more responsible interests.
This kind of distinction will allow
enforcement efforts to focus on stop-

(continued on Page 5)






